
  

  

Course Syllabus for Honors Spanish 

Teacher: Emilio Baradith 

Email: emilio.baradith@yourcharlotteschools.net 

 

The point of this course is for a student to extend his/her knowledge of Spanish to prepare them for a college level course. To 

put it more precisely, the ultimate goal is for students to test into a fourth semester Spanish class at the college or university 

he/she wishes to attend. For example, those who wish to attend the College of Charleston would test into the 202 level. A 

student wishing to pass the course will have to be motivated in wanting to learn the language and have to do extensive outside 

work and study. It is the responsibility of the instructor to break down the information and assign appropriate material for 

success; nevertheless, the student must understand his/her obligation to attempt and understand the material to his/her optimal 

ability for a good grade. Comprehension of the material is the student’s responsibility. Remember that to better prepare these 

students for university studies they must learn to become more independent learners. There will be times where the student 

will need extra instructional help. If a student wishes to meet with the instructor, an appointment can be made. 

Required Materials: 

1. Textbook; Practice Workbook 

2. Notebook, Folder,  

3. Pen/Pencil,  

4. 3 Ring Binder-helpful with handouts 

5. Spanish/English dictionary 

 

Course Overview: Based on the rigor of the material, at least 75% if not more instruction will be delivered in Spanish. As 

aforementioned, the course is intended for a student to arrive at the ability of a college level student. Therefore, for a student at 

the high school level to attain that aptitude he/she must have constant exposure to the language. Hence, in order to create this 

environment of immersion and give the student a chance for success, the student is expected to maintain the use of Spanish in 

as many aspects as possible, which includes: 

- Understanding lectures, explanations, conversations, presentations, authentic materials, letters, speeches, and 

short stories in Spanish. 

- Express themselves in conversation, debates, inquiries, and descriptions using a variety of styles and strategies 

for different audiences. 

By accomplishing the following goals and upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

- integrate and synthesize written and aural materials 

- develop interpersonal and presentational speaking skills 

- develop aural comprehension skills through audio and video recordings 

- understand conversations, lectures, oral presentations, newspapers, letters, instructions, Internet articles, and 

short stories 

- express themselves orally by convincing, arguing, inquiring, and describing in target language 

- express themselves in a variety of writing styles, ranging from informal diaries to formal synthesis essays, 

develop formal writing skills 
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Classroom Expectations 

1. Be supportive and encourage others. Language learning does not happen in a vacuum and you will need not only my 

help, but your classmates as well. 

2. Complete homework on time. You must have the homework done on the day it is due or you will not receive credit. 

See me if you have an emergency situation. 

3. Participate in class, be attentive, and volunteer frequently. Failure to participate in class IN SPANISH on a regular 

basis will affect your participation. 

4. Respect the school’s and other people’s property. 

5. Make up work when you are absent. It is your responsibility to come and talk to me to see what you missed when you 

are absent. See section of make up work in Student Handbook. 

6. Be in class on time and ready to learn with all appropriate materials. 

7. Stay on task in class. 

8. Speak Spanish. We have high standards and expect students to use Spanish at every possible opportunity, especially 

at the honors level. 

 

Course Outline 

 

Listening Skills 

- The instructor will select audio sources that are conducive and appropriate to the theme of the chapters in 

REALIDADE and select audio material from sites on the web.  

- In order to build confidence and skills, the instructor will play the audio activities twice and in some 

circumstances will the instructor read the script. On some occasions, the instructor may provide a written script 

for a longer audio activity with the goal of enlarging the students’ vocabulary.  

- Students will also apply these strategies learned in the book with exercises created by the instructor which will be 

derived from authentic documents. 

- Students will also have to participate in cloze activities; answer questions about songs; and analyze songs. 

- Students will have lectures on El Principito given in Spanish. 

Reading Skills:  

Reading skills will be strengthened throughout the semester through cultural readings provided by Realidades. The 

ultimate goal of these exercises is for students to synthesize information while broadening their vocabulary and seeing 

grammatical structures within a written text. By synthesizing the information, students will exercise the ability to pick out the 

important information in a text and be able to answer reading comprehension questions. Students will also be doing the same 

while they read El Principito. 

Writing Skills:  

Students will have to write at paragraph length about a certain themes in the book, Realidades, or about how they may feel 

about other themes presented in El Principito. Students will also have to write about essay topics which will appear on their 

chapter tests or they may have to explain in Spanish lessons they have learned while reading El Principito. 

 



  

  

Speaking Skills:  

Students will have to speak with each other and with the instructor on certain occasions being tests, midterm, and their final 

exam. Students will have to speak in the target language about reactions that they may have from the book being either 

Realidades or El Principito. 

 

Absences:  

The student is responsible for finding out what work he/she has missed in the event of his/her absence. This applies to 

absences due to illness, college visits, early dismissal, guidance appointments, retreats, etc. Quizzes and tests will be made up 

either after school, before school, or during the instructor’s planning period. This semester that will be third period. If the 

student is absent on the day before an announced test, the student will still be held responsible to take the test with the 

class. This also applies for an essay deadline.  

***Note that for each semester long class only 5 days are allotted for the student to miss in order to receive credit for the 

course. In such occurrence, the student will receive an FA for a grade which translates into an F on his/her GPA. Absences 

that do not count against a student are (D) court, (B) bereavement, and (M) medical. Medical excuses must be from a doctor’s 

office. A written note from a parent will count as an (E) excused absence but will still count against the 5 days allotted to each 

student. This is South Carolina law not the instructor’s nor West Ashley’s . If this were to happen, the student can still make 

up to 3 days for a semester long course through seat time recovery. However, after the three day mark, an appeal has to be 

submitted to the principal for approval for more days to be made up. Each day costs $10, and if the price is too costly, there 

are fee waiver forms; however, the student must apply and have to qualify*** 

 

Grading 

A+       97-100% 

A         93-96%                                   C        73-76% 

A-        90-92%                                 C-      70-72% 

B+       87-89%                                  D+       67-69% 

B         83-86%                                  D        63-66% 

B-        80-82%                                D-      60-62% 

C+       77-79%                                   F         59%-below 

 

Procedures 

Daily Routine for instructor 

1. When the student arrives in the classroom, he/she must take his/her seat. 

2. Bellwork  is to be completed within the first five minutes of class. 

3. Go over homework. Homework will be assigned daily or weekly. 

4. Lesson – grammar or vocabulary 

5. Guided practice 

6. Independent practice/Group work 

7. Closure – Taking questions or exit slip 

 



  

  

Before tardy bell rings… 
1. Go to the restroom and/or visit your locker. 

2. Sharpen your pencil. 

3. Put away all drinks and food. There is no eating or drinking in the classroom.   

4.  Take your group seat. 

 

 

During class… 

1. Complete the PDD (Pregunta del día) in your notebook within the first 5 minutes of class. 

2. Remain seated unless instructed to do otherwise. 

3. Do not speak to your peers during instruction.  

4. Raise your hand to be recognized. 

5. Get into small groups or with partners quickly and quietly. 

6. No bathroom or locker passes. (You have 5 minutes between classes.  Use the restroom and go to your locker 

during that time.) 

 

End of class… 

1. Gather all trash around your desk. 

2. Stay seated in your desk. 

3. Leave when I say “¡Adiós!” 

4. On your way out, throw away your trash. 

 

 

Rules 

1. Stay in your assigned seat until you have permission to do otherwise 

2. Stay attentive during instruction meaning no side conversations. THIS IS A PET PEEVE  

3. Stay awake – sleeping during instruction means a lack of participation which means a lower grade.  

4. Turn off electronic devices before entering the class – there are three reasons why. First, classroom 208 has no 

cell phone reception, and I know because that is the biggest gripe of my students. Second, it slows down the 

computers in the room and the internet. Third, the use of cell phones is prohibited as per Charleston County 

School district regulations. If a student is caught with his/her cell phone out, the cell phone will be confiscated. The 

same rule applies to MP3 players, ipods, ipads, etc. 

5. No food or drink unless otherwise told by the instructor. 

 

Make-Up Work:  

Students have five (2) school days to make-up any work they miss due to an EXCUSED absence. It is the student’s 

responsibility to make-up missed work. If a student is not present on a day homework is checked, then a grade of 0 will 

be put in the book until the student has proven he/she has done the assignment. All “0” can be made up. If student has a 

“1” on focus means that he/she decided not to work in class, hence NO make-up work will be allowed.  

All assignments are due on their due date given by the teacher.  If an assignment is turned in 1 day late, 10 points will be 

deducted from the score.  Furthermore, if an assignment is turned in without a name it will be trashed or left on my 

desk for the remainder of the week.  

If the a class assignment is not turned in within 1 day of the due date, the assignment will be given a score of 1 with no 

opportunities for makeup.   



  

  

Communication:  

Currently “FOCUS” grade book system - permits parents and students to log-on and get real-time information regarding 

their student’s progress and attendance through parent portal.  Feel free to check the gradebook as often as you like and 

contact the teacher (please check email above) with any questions or concerns.  The system does not allow teachers to e-

mail progress reports to the parents or students. Parent conferences can be made via the guidance department.  

Cheating: (any type of cheating will be reported to administration) 

        Any student found or suspected of cheating will be given a “1” for that assignment. This includes and is not limited to: 

- Use of translation sites 

o For example, Google translate 

o THE ONLY TRANSLATION WEBSITE ACCEPTABLE IS www.wordreference.com  

- Asking a native speaker for translations and how to say statements/having native speakers complete assignments 

or do revisions of student’s work. 

o Speaking with native speaker is great practice; however, remember that you are at the beginning stages 

of learning a language. Therefore, KEEP EVERYTHING SIMPLE!!! 

- Using other students work 

o For example, taking students work from a previous semester or copying homework at the beginning of 

class. 
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